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in and about Calcutta which upon enquiry we found to be groundless,
we replied very fully to their letter and assured them matters had been much
misrepresented to the Nabob and that the particulars they had pointed out
were far from being well grounded. An extract of their letter and our answer
is entered upon the face of our consultation of the 19th September to which
we beg leave to be referred.
94.    Messrs Verelst and Smyth under date the 17th September informed
the Board that the weavers from all parts in their neighbourhood were daily
requesting permission to settle and reside under our protection, but that the
bounds round their factory not being sufficient to accommodate any great
number  they  offered  to  our  consideration   the   renty   [sic]   of   Luckypore
pergunnuh the annual rent of which is only eight hundred (800) rupees and
that the revenues collected even from the riotts now on the island will mare
than reimburse that charge.
95.   The proposal before mentioned being considered and there appear-
ing a probability of great advantage arising to the Company from it in future,
we addressed the gentlemen  at Muxadavad upon  the subject  and desired
them to apply for the rent of that pergunnah which we have the pleasure to
hear from Mr. Scrafton has been obtained and a perwannah delivered him for
the Company and their successors to hold it of die Government upon paying
annually the sum of eleven hundred and seven siccas into the Nabob's treasury.
As soon as we receive this perwannah we shall forward it to the gentlemen at
Luckypore and direct them to make the best use they are able of this grant
for the advantage of our employers by encouraging as great a number of
weavers as they can to reside within our bounds and manufacture as large
a part of their investment as they can under their own immediate inspection.
96.    As a means to prevent the abuse of dustucks and the exactions of
chowkeys, gauts etc., we have established a number of dustucks peons with
badges carrying a Persian inscription signifying their being the Company's
servants.   With every dustuck one of these peons is sent who is responsible for
the goods passing free of all duties and imposition, and after the delivery of
the goods, the peon is ordered to return the dustuck to the President to be
cancelled that no further use may be made of that dustuck.   We have rated
the dustucks at five (5) rupees each in order to defray this additional expence.
97.   Being advised from Luckypore that the Mugghs and other robbers
are making depredations in their neighbourhood and that they are appre-
hensive they may attempt our factory itself which is in no state of defence, we
have ordered the gentlemen at Dacca to send part of their seepoys to Lucky-
pore and shall supply them from hence with a few pieces of small cannon
(ag^eeaHe to their request) and ammunition.
98.   We have the pleasure to inform Your Honors that a sunnud has passed
&e seak for the Company to possess the zemindarry of the lands to the south-
ward of Calcutta; a copy of that sunnud has been forwarded to the Select
Cotamittee, and the original one with copies under the Caufee's seal are daily
expected.   When those are received we shall take possession, and the Select
Committee will then inform Your Honors minutely of what relates to the
aad iix^royement of those territories.
Mr. Luke Scraftoa who resides at Muxadavad to attend Roy Doo&fa